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COUNTRYMEN AND WOMEN, 

GOOD EVENING, 

TOMORROW, FRIDAY, 2ND JULY, 2021, IS THE OFFICIAL STATE 

FUNERAL FOR HIS EXCELLENCY, DR KENNETH DAVID 

KAUNDA, FIRST PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA 

WHO PASSED AWAY ON 17TH JUNE, 2021. 

COUNTRYMEN AND WOMEN, 

IT HAS BEEN TWO WEEKS SINCE I DECLARED TWENTY-ONE 

DAYS OF NATIONAL MOURNING. DURING THIS PERIOD, 

CITIZENS IN THE VARIOUS PROVINCIAL CAPITALS, HAVE 

BEEN ACCORDED THE OPPORTUNITY TO PAY THEIR LAST 

RESPECTS TO OUR FOUNDING FATHER NOTWITHSTANDING 

THE VERY DIFFICULT COVID-19 CIRCUMSTANCES THAT OUR 

NATION IS GOING THROUGH.  

FELLOW COUNTRYMEN AND WOMEN,  

TODAY, I ADDRESS YOU IN ORDER TO PROVIDE FURTHER 

DETAILS FOR THE REMAINING ACTIVITIES WITHIN THE 

PROGRAMME THAT HAS BEEN LAID OUT TO PUT OUR 

DEARLY BELOVED FIRST PRESIDENT TO REST.  
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COUNTRYMEN AND WOMEN, 

I CARRY A DEEP SENSE OF GRATITUDE AND HUMILITY FOR 

THE IMMENSE BLESSINGS THAT OUR COUNTRY GAINED 

THROUGH THE WISE LEADERSHIP OF PRESIDENT KAUNDA. 

OUR COUNTRY ALSO GAINED NATIONAL UNITY, AND 

PEACE BECAUSE OF DR KAUNDA’S WISE LEADERSHIP AND 

PATRIOTISM TO HIS COUNTRY.  

SINCE HIS PASSING ON, NATIONS AROUND THE WORLD 

HAVE MOURNED WITH US AND EXPRESSED THEIR 

SOLIDARITY DURING THIS TRYING PERIOD. WE HAVE 

RECEIVED NUMEROUS MESSAGES OF CONDOLENCES 

FROM ACROSS THE GLOBE, ALL POINTING TO THE FACT 

THAT DR KENNETH DAVID KAUNDA WAS UNDENIABLY ONE 

OF AFRICA’S GREATEST LEADERS.  

FELLOW COUNTRYMEN AND WOMEN, 

IT IS BEFITTING, THEREFORE, THAT WE ACCORD OUR 

FOUNDING FATHER AND INTERNATIONAL STATESMAN THE 

DIGNITY, RESPECT AND HONOUR THAT HE DESERVES. IN THIS 

REGARD, I WISH TO INFORM THE NATION, THAT A STATE 

FUNERAL WILL BE HELD FOR DR. KAUNDA TOMORROW 

FRIDAY 2ND JULY, 2021, AT THE SHOWGROUNDS MAIN 

ARENA.  
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COUNTRYMEN AND WOMEN, 

BECAUSE OF THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC, THE ATTENDANCE 

TO THE STATE FUNERAL WILL BE BY INVITATION WHILE THE 

REST OF OUR CITIZENS MAY FOLLOW THE PROCEEDINGS 

ON NATIONAL TELEVISION, ZNBC AND OTHER MEDIA THAT 

WILL BE AVAILABLE. 

COUNTRYMEN AND WOMEN, 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE INDELIBLE IMPACT THAT OUR FIRST 

PRESIDENT MADE ON THE REGION AND WORLD AT LARGE, 

WE HAVE RECEIVED THE CONFIRMED PRESENCE AT THE 

HIGHEST LEVEL OF THE HEADS OF STATE AND GOVERNMENT 

FROM THE REPUBLICS OF KENYA, NAMIBIA, MOZAMBIQUE, 

GHANA, ZIMBABWE, SOUTH AFRICA, BOTSWANA, MALAWI 

AND THE KINGDOM OF LESOTHO.   

ALSO PRESENT WILL BE DIGNITARIES FROM THE UNITED 

REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA, ANGOLA, ETHIOPIA, NIGERIA, THE 

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO, THE UNITED KINGDOM 

AND SERBIA AS WELL AS THE HIGHEST REPRESENTATION 

FROM THE AFRICAN UNION COMMISSION, THE 

COMMONWEALTH SECRETARIAT AND COMESA 

SECRETARIAT. 
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THE ATTENDANCE OF THESE DIGNITARIES CAN ONLY BE AN 

AFFIRMATION OF DR. KAUNDA’S ROLE IN THE LIBERATION 

STRUGGLE, THE GLOBAL PEACE AND SECURITY AGENDA AS 

WELL AS OUR COMMON GOAL OF SUSTAINABLE 

DEVELOPMENT AND REGIONAL INTEGRATION.  

FELLOW COUNTRYMEN AND WOMEN, 

FOLLOWING THE STATE FUNERAL, THE COUNTRY WILL 

CONTINUE TO MOURN OUR FOUNDING FATHER THROUGH 

THE REMAINING PROVINCIAL VISITS UNTIL WEDNESDAY 7TH 

JULY, 2021 WHEN HE WILL BE PUT TO REST AT THE 

PRESIDENTIAL BURIAL SITE.  

THE BURIAL WILL BE RESTRICTED TO CLOSE FAMILY 

MEMBERS AND SELECTED INVITED GUESTS. AS THE 

COUNTRY CONTINUES TO BATTLE WITH THE COVID-19 

PANDEMIC, ALL THESE PROGRAMMES WILL BE EXECUTED 

WITH THE STRICTEST ADHERENCE TO THE GUIDELINES AS 

PRESCRIBED BY THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH. 

COUNTRYMEN AND WOMEN,  

IN HONOUR OF PRESIDENT KAUNDA, I NOW DECLARE 

TOMORROW, FRIDAY, 2ND JULY, A NON-WORKING DAY SO 

THAT CITIZENS CAN PAY THEIR LAST RESPECTS TO THIS 

GREAT SON OF AFRICA.  
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I ALSO DECLARE WEDNESDAY, 7TH JULY, 2021, THE DAY 

PRESIDENT KAUNDA WILL BE PUT TO REST, A NON-WORKING 

DAY. 

COUNTRYMEN AND WOMEN, 

I WISH TO CONVEY MY PROFOUND GRATITUDE TO THE 

ZAMBIAN PEOPLE FOR THE MANNER IN WHICH, YOU MY 

DEAR COMPATRIOTS, HAVE CONTINUED TO MOURN OUR 

FOUNDING FATHER WITH HUMILITY, HONOUR AND DIGNITY.     

MAY GOD BLESS US ALL AND GIVE US STRENGTH DURING 

THIS TRYING PERIOD. 

 


